
It is my hope that our stu-

dent centered approach to 

education, and our desire to 

work as a team, will bring 

much success to each and 

every child at Leaders 

Heights Elementary.  

 

Mr. Chip Patterson        

741-1826 ext. 4830 

 

Welcome to Leaders Heights  

Elementary and the start of 

the 2021-22 school year.  It is 

our hope that you have had a 

safe, restful, and enjoyable 

summer.   During the sum-

mer months our custodial 

staff has worked hard to 

clean the building.  They do 

everything from dusting and 

scrubbing desks to waxing 

the floors.   Please say a  

special thank you to Mr. 

Strayer and Mr. Shearer for 

all the hours they have put 

in during  the summer to 

prepare the building for stu-

dents and teachers. 

    Our teachers and staff 

have been busy preparing 

their classrooms for your 

children as well as taking 

classes to learn new tech-

niques for learning and 

teaching.  Their enthusiasm 

is high and the first few days 

of school have gone well. 

     I am thrilled to serve as 

principal at Leaders Heights 

Elementary.  It is a privilege 

to serve in a building of won-

derful parents, students, 

staff and community mem-

bers.  I will periodically send 

home a newsletter to update 

you on building issues, con-

cerns, and successes.  A list-

ing of special events within 

the district and school build-

ing will be included.  Please 

do not hesitate to contact me 

with any questions or con-

cerns that you may have 

throughout the school year. 

As the new year opens we have an opportunity to welcome new staff to our building.  We wel-

come Mrs. Brianna Staley, Health Assistant and Angie Markey, Art Teacher 

Welcome Back!   

I N S I D E  

T H I S  I S S U E :  

Arrival & 

Dismissal 

2 

PTO 2 

Absences 2 

Educational 

Trips 

3 

Cafeteria 3 

Important 

Dates 

4 

General  

Information 

5 

Welcome New Staff 
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S P E C I A L  

P O I N T S  O F  

I N T E R E S T :  

• Pictures — September 1 

• Labor Day — Wear red, 

white and blue or camo 

— September 3 

• Wear Team Colors—

September 9 

• PTO Meeting — Sep-

tember 13 at 7:00 p.m. 

• Constitution  Day– 

Wear red, white and 

blue  or camo  —

September 17th 

• World Peace Day — 

Wear shirt with peace 

sign or tie dye — Sep-

tember 21 

• Early Dismissal Septem-

ber 24 

 

Visitor Sign In/RAPTOR 
Raptor visitor management system is fully implemented throughout the district.  The 

first time you come to school as a visitor and the first time you come to pick your child 

up for an early dismissal, please be prepared to have your driver’s license scanned.  We 

appreciate your patience as we continue to enhance our safety procedures in the 

school district.  Visitors will be limited to the main office. 



P A

Visit the PTO website 

to see upcoming events 

and information at 

www.dallastown.net. 

Go to select a school, 

Leaders Heights  

Elementary, 

Organizations to find 

great information. 

   

Leaders Heights Elementary PTO 

Reporting Excused Absences 

Arrival and Dismissal 
Arrival Procedures  

Students who are eating breakfast may 

enter the building between 8:15 – 8:30 

AM.  The rest of the students are not 

permitted to enter the building before 

8:30 AM.  Students may arrive between 

8:30 and 8:50 AM.  From 8:30-8:50 AM, 

students will be permitted to enter the 

building and walk to their classrooms.  

The official school day begins at 8:50 AM.   

Parents are encouraged to have their 

children sit in their vehicles where they 

can easily exit on the passenger’s side.  

Parents are reminded that they 

should not get out of their vehicle 

during this time.  Thank you for your 

attention to this matter.   

Dismissal Procedures 

Students riding the buses will be dis-

missed starting at 3:35 PM.  Car Rid-

ers will not be dismissed until all bus-

es have left the campus. The first 

parent to arrive should park near the 

mail box on the right hand side of our 

circle driveway.  If you arrive and find 

that the rear of the vehicle ahead of 

you is at Indian Rock Dam Road, move 

past that first line of cars on the right side 

of the drive and form a second line on the 

inside of the circle stopping at the sign 

that states, “Start 2nd Line for Student 

Pickup”.  The second line would then fol-

low after the first line of cars so that all 

students get into their cars from the 

porch.  Student car riders have been asked 

to remain on the porch until an adult on 

duty has dismissed them to their cars.   

We will not allow students to run across 

the driveway because of safety concerns.  

 

directly into the Skyward 

system.  The school 

webpages have been up-

dated and have an At-

tendance Tab in the up-

per left corner.  The in-

structions are step by 

step and will walk you 

through the reporting 

process.  Physicians notes 

Attendance Report-

ing 
  

Using Skyward Family Ac-

cess, you will be able to en-

ter your child’s absences, 

appointments and their Ad-

ministrator Approved Ab-

sence requests (formerly 

called Educational Trips) 

will still need to be present-

ed if required. 

  

ing each month at 7:00 PM 

in our library.  Check the 

school calendar for dates.  

Each meeting is limited to 

one hour. 

The PTO membership 

form has been distributed.  

Membership costs $10.  

This is also the opportunity 

to sign up for various com-

mittees.  If you have any 

concerns, questions or sug-

gestions, please feel free to con-

tact Jamie Carrozza, PTO Presi-

dent, at any time.  The PTO  

looks forward to seeing you dur-

ing the school year! 

The PTO always has a lot of 

exciting and fun events 

planned for the students and 

their families throughout the 

year.  Look for monthly 

events to come home in the 

monthly newsletter.  All 

PTO correspondence will be 

run on green pa-

per.  Monthly 

meetings are held 

on a Monday even-

Don’t forget to 

report your 

child’s absence! 

L H  P R I N C I P A L ’ S  P E N  



Educational Trips 
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Requesting an absence for an 

educational experience outside 

the classroom is available in 

Skyward Family Access through 

the website.  These should be 

submitted at least three days 

prior to the absence. Students 

are responsible for making up 

missed assignments. 

   Educational trips will be lim-

ited to 10 days per school year.  

Exceptions to this are formally 

recognized educational activi-

ties such as 4-H or Junior 

Achievement.  Students may 

be granted more than one ex-

cused absence to pursue these 

activities.  Educational experi-

ences should not be requested 

during the first or last ten 

days of school or during the 

administration of elementary 

standardized tests.  

   When planning for obtaining 

approval of educational trips, be 

sure to schedule around the fol-

lowing dates: 

 

April 25— May 13, 2022  

Grade 3 Language Arts Testing and 

Grade 3 Math Testing  

 

 

this year.   

Lunches are also free for stu-

dents this school year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Leaders Heights Elementary 

cafeteria will be open from 8:15 AM – 

8:45 AM every morning.   Breakfast 

will be served to students from 8:15 

AM – 8:40 AM.  No students will be ad-

mitted to the cafeteria after 8:40 AM.  

All students will be dismissed from the 

cafeteria by 8:45 AM.  This will provide 

them ample time to unpack, use the 

bathroom, and prepare for the day at 

school. Breakfast is free for students 

For safety reasons, we do not 

allow visitors to come in and 

join the children for lunch. 

Cafeteria 

School Wide Expectations 

 

 

Dallastown Cares/SWEBS School Wide Effective Behavior 

System letter will be shared in the near future. 



 

 

TV Violence has an impact on children! 

 

Think twice  if you believe that TV vio-

lence has no effect on your child.   

Studies show that the more violent a 

program a child watches, the more ag-

gressive he may become.  Violence on 

TV shows may lead to:  

• Nightmares 

• Disturbed sleep 

• Increased anxiety 

• Antisocial behavior 

 

Pay attention to what your child might 

be watching on TV. 

 
Source:  “Have Toy, See Movie?”  Not This One.  Common Sense Media, 

 

• September 1 — Picture Day 

• September 3 — Wear red, white and blue or 

camo 

• September 9 — Wear your favorite team 

color 

• September 13  — PTO Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

LHE Cafeteria 

• September 17 — Constitution Day — Wear 

red, white, and blue 

• September 21 — World Peace Day — Wear 

a shirt with a peace sign or tie dye! 

 

 

Parent Tip: TV 

Important Dates 
  

 

 

Volunteer Clearances 
As many of you know, our state made changes to the 

Child Services Protection Law.  The changes directly im-

pact the background clearance requirements for volun-

teers who help regularly and routinely in school. 

 

Our Dallastown home page has a ‘clearances” tab locat-

ed in the Human Resources drop down with all of the 

information/instructions you will need to obtain required 

clearances.  Please visit our website at 

www.dallastown.net. 

 

I am hoping many parents will take the opportunity to 

obtain their clearances. 
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General  
        Information 

 
The Principal’s Newsletter will be distribut-
ed to each family on a regular basis.  The 
newsletter is also posted on the website. 
 
School Address:    49 Indian Rock Dam Rd 
   York, PA  17403 
 
School Phone:  717–741-1826 
Fax Number: 1-866-223-3269 
 
Principal:  Mr. Charles E. Patterson 
 
Secretary:  Mrs. Susan Lindt Ream 
 
Guidance:  Mrs. Erin Heckendorn 
 
Nursing Staff: Mrs. Brianna Staley 
 
 
Office Hours: 7:45 a.m.– 4:15 p.m. 
 
School Hours:  8:50 a.m.—3:35 p.m. 

 

Kudos to: 
 
 
 
The Leaders 

Heights students, parents and 
staff for a great start to our 
school year. 
 
Mr. Strayer and Mr. Shearer 
who have the building looking 
spotless. 
 
 

Everyone who enters the 
building for any reason 
MUST enter through the 
front door and MUST 
sign in at the office and 
receive a visitor’s badge.  
Masks must be worn to 
enter the building. 

Communication/Professionalism 
 

Each day a dedicated faculty and staff 
come to school to educate your chil-

dren.  We are committed to doing so in 
a respectful and professional manner.    
The faculty and staff ask that if you 

have a concern or dissatisfaction about 
an issue that you, too, bring your con-

cerns to us in a professional and courte-
ous manner.  Remember, you, the adult, 

lead your child by example. 
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